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THE INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ARTS CLOSES TEMPORARILY 
WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT 

Following careful consideration of the current course of the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
entire ICA (exhibition spaces, Cinema, Theatre, Bookstore and Rochelle Canteen) 
will close to visitors and staff until further notice.

Stefan Kalmár, Director of The Institute of Contemporary Arts, said: 
 

‘Today I decided, together with the senior management-team 
and Wolfgang Tillmans, Chair of the ICA, that it is in the best 
interests of our staff and the ICA community to temporarily 
close. 

‘As a civic-minded public organisation, for us, the medical and 
scientific evidence leaves no doubt that the Covid-19 spread 
can be slowed down, lives saved if all larger gatherings are 
suspended. By doing so, the ICA pre-empts what we hope 
will eventually be the decision for all cultural organisations 
in London and the UK in order to safeguard our staff, our 
visitors, and the artists with whom we work. We will continue 
to review the situation daily and hope we can resume our 
programme as soon as possible. All ICA staff will work from 
home and continue to be paid. 

‘In the meantime, our thoughts go out to all those whose 
health is impacted here in London, across the UK, Europe and 
the world.’
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NOTES TO EDITORS

Founded in 1946 by a collective of artists, poets and their 
supporters, the Institute of Contemporary Arts is an independent 
organisation and registered charity which supports the most 
pressing debates in contemporary culture. The ICA stages 
groundbreaking exhibitions, performances and keynote lectures 
by many of the world’s leading thinkers. Previously home 
to the Independent Group, the ICA played a pivotal role in 
the development of pop art and charted the course of punk, 
performance art and independent cinema. The ICA staged the first 
institutional exhibitions by Francis Bacon, Jean-Michel Basquiat, 
Tacita Dean, Damien Hirst, Mike Kelley, Mary Kelly, Barbara 
Kruger, Gerhard Richter, Dieter Roth, Cindy Sherman, Nancy 
Spero, and Cosey Fanni Tutti and early exhibitions by Bernadette 
Corporation, Robert Mapplethorpe, Steve McQueen and Tino 
Sehgal; many historic performances including those by Laurie 
Anderson, Einstürzende Neubauten and Yoko Ono; legendary 
concerts by The Clash, Throbbing Gristle, The Smiths, David 
Bowie and The Beastie Boys; and critical discussions by the likes 
of Kathy Acker, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Stuart Hall and 
Homi K. Bhabha. The ICA Cinema and its dedicated artist’s film 
programme continue to showcase independent film and support 
pioneering filmmakers including Chantal Akerman, Kenneth 
Anger, Matthew Barney, Derek Jarman, Ken Loach and Laura 
Poitras. From its home on The Mall – the geographic heart of the 
UK establishment – the ICA is an organisation in which different 
modes of cultural production thrive on the mutual engagement 
with one another, and a programme that speaks to the challenges 
of the 21st century. www.ica.art
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